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Special Olympics Georgia Teams up with Georgia Tech Flag-Football Intramural League for Scrimmage
Athletes go head-to-head to promote respect and unity
ATLANTA, Sept. 2, 2011 – Special Olympics Georgia (SOGA) and The Georgia Institute of Technology’s Campus Recreation Center (CRC) have partnered to host a flag football scrimmage for two teams of SOGA athletes, scheduled during the CRC’s pre-season flag football tournament , Sept. 2 at 7:30 p.m.

Special Olympic athletes, of Henry County, will compete in a one-hour game in conjunction with the 2011 Georgia Tech Intramural Flag Football Fall Classic at Tech’s own, Roe E. Stamps Turf Fields.  The scrimmage is part of an initiative to spread awareness and respect for persons with intellectual disabilities and help integrate them into the collegiate community.  Another aspect of the game, is the continual fulfillment of the SOGA mission—offer its athletes as many opportunities for competition as possible.
“We are truly looking forward to hosting SOGA and their athletes on our campus and combining both our flag football events,” said Dan Hazlett, associate intramural director for the CRC.  “The opportunity to collaborate with a reputable organization like the Special Olympics provides a win-win scenario for both the SOGA athletes and the Georgia Tech students.”
Prior to the SOGA-Tech scrimmage, flag football was added as a Special Olympic sport, where it was played for the first time this year, at the annual Special Olympics Georgia Summer State Games at Emory University in May.  
(More)

 “Special Olympics Georgia is excited to partner with the Georgia Tech campus recreation center this September to cheer on the athletes as they scrimmage a game of flag football on the Tech campus,” said Georgia Milton-Sheats, CEO of Special Olympics Georgia.  “Georgia Tech athletes and students have been very supportive of our organization and continue to be fans of our Special Olympians year round. We value our partnership and look forward to working together on future endeavors.”
Special Olympics Georgia (SOGA)

For more than 30 years, SOGA has provided and continues to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for nearly 23,000 children and adults with intellectual disabilities. For more information visit www.SpecialOlympicsGA.org.
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