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May 20, 2016 
 
Welcome to State Summer Games! 
  
On behalf of the Special Olympics Georgia family, thank you for joining us at Opening Ceremony. 
Tonight, we celebrate the hard work, dedication and good sportsmanship of nearly 2,800 Special 
Olympics Georgia athletes, coaches and unified partners. We hope that you become inspired as you 
watch the Flame of Hope make its way through the hands of law enforcement officers and Special 
Olympics Georgia athletes. 
 
We are confident that you will feel excitement and admiration throughout the weekend as you cheer 
on athletes in aquatics, athletics, flag football, gymnastics, soccer, table tennis, tennis and volleyball. 
  
When you witness the decoration of athletes with bronze, silver and gold medals, along with ribbons, 
and see the smiling athletes exude confidence from a game well-played, we hope you are reminded 
that this weekend celebrates all athletes for their efforts, determination, teamwork and bravery. This 
weekend also brings about an opportunity for athletes with and without disabilities to be united and 
accepted on the same playing field. 
  
As you join us this weekend, please share your experiences with your family and friends. Do not 
hesitate to capture the 2016 State Summer Games with your cameras and smart phones. Please 
share those moments on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter using the official Special Olympics   
Georgia hashtag: #SOGASummerGames. 
  
Volunteers, we would like to thank you for all of your efforts to carry out the responsibilities to make 
this weekend a success. We must also recognize the Summer Games Organizing Committee   
members who have dedicated so much time over the last few months to provide a great experience 
for all. 
  
Finally, we would like to thank all of our sponsors, individuals and foundations, whose support has 
made the 2016 State Summer Games possible, and Emory University for their tremendous support 
and lasting partnership with the Special Olympics Georgia family. 
 
Athletes, we wish you the best of luck and encourage you to do your best. We’re cheering for you! 
 
Sincerely, 
                                                                                                                    

 
 
Georgia Milton-Sheats 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

 

 

 

 

www.SpecialOlympicsGA.org 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN 

The Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR) is the largest annual fundraising effort to benefit Special  
Olympics Georgia (SOGA). This signature event plays a significant role in SOGA’s annual fundraising and 
awareness. LETR involves law enforcement officers from across the state who work year-round to raise 
funds and awareness for SOGA athletes. LETR set a record in 2015, raising more than $864,000! In  
addition, officers also run the Flame of Hope into the Opening Ceremony of State Summer, Masters  
Bowling, Fall, and Winter Games each year. The top five fundraising departments have the honor of  
carrying the Flame of Hope during the Games and lighting the cauldron. 
 

The Presenting Sponsor of the Law Enforcement Torch Run is Publix Super Markets. Each January for 
three weeks, Publix associates sell torch icons in their store to raise money. 
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Silver Sponsors 

IXP Corporation CHS2MHILL Allconnect Waffle House 

Gold Sponsors 

Presenting Sponsor 

Atlanta Police Department 
Clayton County Police Department 
Cobb County Sheriff’s Office 
Columbia County Sheriff’s Office 
Columbus Police Department 
Coweta County Sheriff’s Office 
Dalton Police Department 

Department of Juvenile Justice 
Douglasville Police Department 
Fulton County Sheriff’s Office 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
Gwinnett County Police Department 
Homeland Security Investigation 
Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 

Kennesaw Police Department 
Kennesaw State University Police 
  Department 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office 
Lilburn Police Department 
Marietta Police Department 
Villa Rice Police Department 
Warner Robins Police Department 

GUARDIANS OF THE FLAME 
 

Top 5 Fundraising Agencies 

OTHER TOP FUNDRAISING AGENCIES 

1. Johns Creek Police Department: $69,532 
2. Gwinnett County Sheriff’s Office: $19,013 
3. MARTA Police Department: $17,376 
4. Dunwoody Police Department: $16,782 
5. Dougherty County Sheriff’s Office: $15,553 



                    2016 State Summer Games 

6 

OPENING CEREMONY MAY 20 

Grand Marshal  
Buddy Curry  

Pre Music: Special Olympics Georgia 
 

Welcome on Behalf of SOGA: Mike Twiner, Board of Directors, Chairman 
 

Welcome from the Opening Ceremony Sponsor: Mark McMullen,  
State Deputy, Knights of Columbus Charities of Georgia, Inc. 
 

Master of Ceremony: Ken Rodriguez, Fox 5 TV 
 

Grand Marshal: Buddy Curry, Former Atlanta Falcon  
 

Parade of Athletes: Buddy Curry, Pageant Winners,                                                                 
Georgia Swarm and Delegations 
 

Invocation: Officer Tim Burell, Sandy Springs Police Department  
 

Presentation of Colors: Rick Langheim and the Knights of           
Columbus, 4th Degree  
 

National Anthem: Kimberly Malloch 
 

Sponsor Recognition and Distinguished Service Awards: Georgia Milton-Sheats, CEO  
 

Entertainment: Annandale Village Choir  
(Led by Crystal Pratt) 
 

Entertainment: Alexis Vear 
 

Officials Oath: Tom Bullock, Athletics Official 
 

Athlete Oath: Maria Johnson, Athlete and Buddy Curry, 
Grand Marshal 
 

Introduction to the Torch Run: Police Department           
Motorcycles 
 

Lighting of the Torch: John Saneda, General Manager,  
Publix, Emory 
 

Top 5 Fundraising Law Enforcement Torch Run Agencies 
1. Johns Creek Police Department Officer John Clifton and Athlete Katie Rouille 
2. Gwinnett County Sheriff’s Office Officer Latasha McCarter and Athlete Lewis Cordon  
3. MARTA Police Department Officer Natalie Johnson and Athlete Chip Ford 
4. Dunwoody Police Department Officer Tim Fecht and Athlete Kevin Fitzgerald  
5. Dougherty County Sheriff’s Office Officer Laticha Chester and Athlete Ann Holland 
 

Opening Declaration: Buddy Curry, Grand Marshal 

George “Buddy” Curry is a former NFL Linebacker drafted by the Atlanta Falcons in 1980.   
During his rookie season, Buddy led the Falcons to their first NFC Division Title in        
franchise history and was honored as the NFL’s Defensive Rookie of the Year. In 1983, he 
made 229 tackles, setting the still unbroken franchise record for most tackles in a single 
season. Buddy retired in 1988 as a two-time Pro Bowler and was featured as one of the 
Top 50 Falcons by the Atlanta Journal Constitution last year. 
 

Buddy’s efforts in the community are just as notable as his Falcon statistics. In 2002,   
Buddy and his wife, Dawn, teamed up with former teammate Bobby Butler to found Kids & 
Pros, Inc., a non-profit organization that brings NFL retirees to youth football athletes to 
teach football fundamentals and character development. He also serves as an             
ambassador and a master trainer for USA Football’s Head’s Up Football Program,    
teaching youth athletes proper tackling techniques to help lessen the occurrence of     
injuries such as concussions on the football field. 
 

Buddy is excited to share his positive influence and join Special Olympics Georgia as the 
2016 State Summer Games Grand Marshal. 

DIRECTOR:  STEVE WALKER   
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: CAROLYNE WALKER  

Victory Dance   
presented by: 

"Athletes, you are an  
inspiration to all of us.  

We admire your  
dedication and courage!   

Here’s to a great 2016 
State Summer Games." 

Opening Ceremony  
presented by: 

“Engel & Vӧlkers is very proud to 
sponsor the 2016 Summer Games and 
support the greatest athletes. These 
Olympians take risks that inspire us 
all to be our very best. Let me win. 

But if I cannot win, let me be brave in 
the attempt!” 
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Friday, May 20,  2016 
  
   7:30 am -   5:00 pm     Aquatics Preliminaries (Mandatory) 
 11:00 am -   5:00 pm     Agency Check-in at Woodruff PE Center 
 12:00 pm -   5:00 pm     Athletics Preliminaries (Mandatory) 
 12:00 pm -   5:00 pm     Tennis Skills and Short Court Competition 
   4:00 pm -   6:00 pm     Family Check-In, Courtyard Marriott 
   5:00 pm -   7:00 pm     Dinner (Athletes/Coaches), DUC 
   6:45 pm -   7:30 pm  Parade Line-Up, McDonough Field 
   7:30 pm -   8:30 pm     Opening Ceremony, McDonough Field 
   8:30 pm -   9:30 pm     Coaches’ Meetings, Woodruff PE Center 
   8:30 pm -   9:45 pm     Athlete Dance, McDonough Field  
   9:30 pm - 10:30 pm  Late Registration (if arrive after 5 p.m.),  
                                        Nerve Center (Fraternity House #6) 
  

Saturday, May 21,  2016 
 

   6:15 am -   8:30 am  Breakfast (Athletes/Coaches), DUC 
   7:00 am -   8:00 pm  Competition 
   8:00 am - 11:00 am      Check-out, Nerve Center (Fraternity House #6) 
   9:00 am -   3:30 pm  Olympic Town, McDonough Field 
   9:00 am -   3:30 pm   Opening Eyes & Fit Feet (PE Center) 
    Special Smiles (PE Center & McDonough Field) 
 11:00 am -   1:30 pm  Lunch (Athletes/Coaches), DUC 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

HEALTHY ATHLETES AND OLYMPIC TOWN 

Awards presented by: 

MAY 21 

Volunteer  
Coordinator: 
Christy Davis  

Opening Eyes, Special Smiles, Fit Feet 

Olympic Town presented by: 

Meals presented by: 

Sunday, May 22, 2016 
 

6:15 am -  8:30 am   Breakfast 
        (Athletes/Coaches), DUC 
7:15 am - 12:00 pm  Competition 
8:00 am - 12:00 pm  Check-out      
                 Woodruff PE Center 
 

 

                Booth Sponsors: 

Medical teams will be at all venues. 

Athletes receive vision, foot, and dental screenings at Olympic Town and the Woodruff PE Center. 
Special Smiles: 9:00 am-3:30 pm Olympic Town and Woodruff PE Center.  Athletes receive screenings, 
free goodie bags and mouth guards.  
Opening Eyes:  9:00 am-3:30 pm Woodruff PE Center. Athletes receive vision screenings, prescription 
glasses and sports goggles. 
Fit Feet: 9:00 am-3:30 pm Olympic Town. Athletes receive foot, shoes and socks analysis. 

Meals will be served at the DUC:  
Friday      Dinner:       5:00 pm-7:00 pm 
Saturday  Breakfast:  6:15 am-8:30 am 
     Lunch:     11:00 am-1:30 pm 
Sunday    Breakfast:  6:15 am-8:30 am  

"Arrow Exterminators is a proud 
supporter and partner of Special 
Olympics Georgia and would like 

to wish all of the athletes the best 
of luck at the Sumer Games! We 

look forward to cheering you on!” 

Medical presented by: 

“In the spirit of Rotary and on behalf of the Rotary Club of 
Dunwoody, we congratulate the outstanding efforts and 

courage of each and every participating athlete.”  
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LOCATION: WOODRUFF PE CENTER 
VENUE DIRECTOR: ANDREA WALKER 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS: TORI ALLEN, JENNIFER WUERGLER 

Friday (all ages) 
   8:30 am- Check in 
   9:00 am- 50 M Butterfly  
   9:05 am- 200 M Freestyle 
   9:15 am- 25 M Freestyle 
 10:25 am- 25 M Butterfly 
 11:30 am- 50 M Freestyle 
   1:00 pm- 25 M Breaststroke 
   1:25 pm- 25 M Backstroke 
   1:50 pm- 100 M Backstroke 
   2:20 pm- 50 M Backstroke 
   2:50 pm- 50 M Breaststroke 
   3:15 pm- 100 M Freestyle 
   3:40 pm- 100 M Ind. Medley                    
   4:00 pm- Relays 

AA 
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MAY 20-22 Aquatics presented by: 

Friday 
 

MAY 20-22 

A
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A 12:00 pm 400 M Run All Ages, M & F        
B 12:00 pm RLJump 8 – 11 Females                  
C 12:00 pm RLJump 22 & older M & F 
A 12:30 pm 400 M Rwalk All Ages, M & F 
B 12:30 pm RLJump 12 – 15 Females 
A  1:00 pm 200 M Dash All Ages, M & F 
B  1:00 pm RLJump  8 – 11 Males 
A  1:30 pm 100 M RWalk All Ages, M & F 
B  1:30 pm RLJump 12 – 15 Males 
A  2:00 pm 100 M Dash 8 – 11  Males 
B  2:00 pm 100 M Dash 8 – 11  Females 
C  2:00 pm  RLJump 16 – 21  Females 
A  2:45 pm 100 M Dash 12 – 15 Males 
B  2:45 pm 100 M Dash 12 – 15 Females 
C  2:45 pm  RLJump 16 – 21 Males 
A  3:30 pm 100 M Dash 16 – 21 Males 
B  3:30 pm 100 M Dash 16 – 21 Females 
C  3:30 pm RLJump continues 
A  4:15 pm 100 M Dash 22 & over Males 
B  4:15 pm 100 M Dash 22 & over Females 
 

Saturday 
A 7:00 am 800 M Run All Ages, M & F 
B 7:15 am 200 M Dash All Ages, M & F 
C 8:15 am 400 M Run All Ages, M & F 
D 8:30 am Relays Stage All Teams 
A 9:30 am 50 M Dash  All Ages,  M & F 
B 9:30 am 50 Walk All Ages,  M & F 
C 9:45 am 10 M Assisted Walk All Ages,  M & F 
D 9:45 am 25 M Walk All Ages, M & F  
PT 10:00 am 100 M Manual WC All Ages, M & F 
PT 10:00 am 25 M Manual WC All Ages, M & F 
PT 10:00 am 10 M Manual WC All Ages, M & F 
A 10:15 am 100 M Dash 8 - 11 Females 
B 10:15 am 100 M Dash 8 - 11 Males 
C 10:15 am RLJump 12 - 15 Females 
D 10:15 am RLJump 12 - 15 Males 
A 11:00 am 100 M Dash 16 - 21 Females 
B 11:00 am 100 M Dash 16 - 21 Males 
C 11:00 am RLJump 22 & over Females 
D 11:00 am RLJump 22 & over Males 
 
PT=(Pick-up Tent) Staging Area 

Saturday (cont’d) 
A 12:15 pm 100 M Dash 12 - 15 Females 
B 12:15 pm 100 M Dash 12 - 15 Males 
C 12:15 pm RLJump 8 - 11 Females 
D 12:15 pm RLJump 8 - 11 Males 
A   1:15 pm 100 M Dash 22 & over Females 
B   1:15 pm 100 M Dash 22 & over Males 
C   1:15 pm RLJump 16 - 21 Females 
D   1:15 pm RLJump 16 - 21 Males 
D   2:00 pm Shot Put All Ages, Males 
                    Including Wheelchairs 
A   2:15 pm 100 M RWalk All Ages, Females 
B   2:15 pm 100 M RWalk All Ages, Males 
C   2:45 pm Mini Jav. All Ages, Male & Female 
A   3:00 pm 400 M RWalk All Ages, Females 
B   3:00 pm 400 M RWalk All Ages, Males 
C   3:30 pm 1 Mile Run All Ages, Male & Female 
D   3:45 pm Shot Put All Ages, Females  
                    Including Wheelchairs 
A   4:30 pm 1 Mile Walk All Ages, Male & Female 
 

Sunday 
7:00 am   5K Run All Ages, Male & Female 
7:00 am   5K Unified Run All Ages, Male & Female 
7:00 am   5K Walk All Ages, Male & Female 
7:00 am   5K Unified Walk All Ages, Male & Female 
9:00 am   3K Run All Ages, Male & Female 
9:00 am   3K Unified Run All Ages, Male & Female 
9:00 am   3K Walk All Ages, Male & Female 
9:00 am   3K Unified Walk All Ages, Male & Female 
 

Level A Competition 
8:30 am   Follow signs to staging area (report to pick up area by the scoreboard) 
9:00 am   Softball Throw 
9:15 am   Standing Long Jump and Tennis Ball Throw 
 

Wheelchair Events 
10:15 am   Stage Wheelchair events (at Running Long Jump pits) 
10:30 am   25 M Motorized Obstacle Course 
   50 M Motorized Slalom 
   30 M Motorized Slalom 

 
 

"ADP is proud to be a 
longtime sponsor of 
Athletics at Summer 

Games. Athletes, have 
fun and do your best - 

everyone will be      
cheering for you!" 

LOCATION: WOODRUFF PE CENTER TRACK 
VENUE DIRECTORS: BRUCE COWARD, MARK ROBERTSON, 
CINDY BLACKSTONE, TOM BULLOCK 

“Cox Automotive is proud to 
be a Platinum State Partner of 
Special Olympics Georgia.  We 
wish all of the athletes good 
luck as they compete in the 

Summer Games, your          
participation is truly            

inspiring.” 

Saturday 

    Check in- 7:00- 7:30 am (G1), 7:00- 11:30 am (G2), 
    7:00- 1:45 pm (G3) 
    50 M Butterfly- 8:00 am (G1), 12:00 pm (G2), 2:15 pm (G3) 
    200 M Freestyle- 8:05 am (G1), 12:00 pm (G2), 2:20 pm (G3) 
    25 M Freestyle- 8:15 am (G1), 12:00 pm (G2), 2:25 pm (G3) 
    25 M Butterfly- 8:45 am (G1), 1:00 pm (G2), 3:00 pm (G3) 
    50 M Freestyle- 8:55 am (G1), 1:05 pm (G2), 3:05 pm (G3) 
    25 M Breaststroke- 9:35 am (G1), 1:35 pm (G2), 3:35 pm (G3) 
    25 M Backstroke- 9:45 am (G1), 1:40 pm (G2), 3:45 pm (G3) 
    100 M Backstroke- 10:05 am (G1), 1:50 pm (G2), 3:55 pm (G3) 
    50 M Backstroke- 10:15 am (G1), 1:50 pm (G2), 4:00 pm (G3) 
    50 M Breaststroke- 10:30 am (G1), 2:00 pm (G2),4:10 pm  
    (G3) 
    100 M Freestyle- 10:45 am (G1), 2:05 pm (G2),  
    4:20 pm (G3) 
    100 M Individual Medley- 11:00 am (G1), 2:10 pm (G2), 
    4:30 pm (G3) 
    Traditional Relays- 11:05 am (G1), 2:00 pm (G2), 
     4:35 pm (G3) 
    Unified Relays- 11:35 am (G1), 2:05 pm (G2), 4:45 pm 
    (G3) 
 

Sunday – Level A Aquatics 
7:00 am                     Warm Ups 
8:00 am - 12:00 pm   Competition 
                                  & Awards  
    10 M Assisted 
                   15 M Flotation 
    15 M Walk 
    15 M Unassisted 
     25 M Flotation 

*G1- Ages 22 & up 
 G2- Ages 8-15 years 
 G3- Ages 16-21 years 

Athletics presented by: 
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Saturday 
 7:30 am -  Athlete Check-In 
 8:00 am - 11:00 am Competition  

LOCATION: WOODRUFF PE CENTER, 
                   4TH FLOOR 
VENUE DIRECTOR: CINDY BICKMAN 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: KIM FLYNN 

Gymnastics   

 

Table Tennis 

Gymnastics presented by: 
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MAY 21 LOCATION: WOODRUFF PE CENTER OUTSIDE COURTS AND 4TH FLOOR 
VENUE DIRECTORS: KELLI BRITT, ALEX SCHWARTZ 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS: SALLY CONLEY, WENDY GOMERSALL 

Tennis presented by: 

Tennis 

The schedule will be given at the coaches meeting Friday night.  
Level 1 Skills competition, ALL Short Court Level 2 and Short Court 
Level 3 Singles matches will begin Friday at 12 pm, with awards to 
follow. ALL Level 3 and Level 5 Doubles play will be Saturday at  
8 am. Players report to check-in 30 minutes prior to schedule time. 
Awards to follow. Full Court Level 5 Singles competition will be on 
Sunday at 8 am. There will not be preliminaries.  
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LOCATION KAMINSKY FIELD (BACK FIELDS, BEHIND SOCCER) 
VENUE DIRECTOR: DESI CARSONS 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: JOHN DRESCHER 

Flag Football 

Saturday      
8:00 am - 5:00 pm      Field #1– Traditional/Unified Teams 
                                   Field #2– Traditional/Unified Teams 
                                   Field #3– Traditional/Unified Teams 

 
 MAY 21 

Saturday 
  7:30 am  Gym Opens for Session Warm-ups 
  8:00 am  Session 1 –  Main Gym—Levels 3 and 4 (all ages) 
  9:30 am  Session 2 –  Main Gym—Level 2 (all ages, individual & unified) 
11:30 am  Session 3 –  Main Gym—Levels A,B,C (all ages, individual & unified) 
  1:00 pm  Session 4 –  Main Gym—Level 1 (all unified teams & ages 8-15 individual) 
  3:30 pm  Session 5 –  Main Gym—Level 1 (individual ages 16 and over) 

“SUPERVALU is honored to sponsor  
Gymnastics. We wish to extend a huge thank 

you to the athletes for allowing us to be a 
part of their success. Be brave and best  

wishes for your success.” 
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MAY 21 LOCATION: WOODRUFF PE CENTER GYMNASIUM 
VENUE DIRECTOR: DIANE HOLMES 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: JAIME DUTRO 

Volleyball presented by: 

"Winter congratulates all the Special Olympics athletes and coaches on a 
successful Summer Games. Patience and persistence pay off, and your       

athletic performance inspires us. You are all champions!" 

Saturday  
  Brackets available at Coaches Meeting. 
  8:00 am - 4:00 pm   All competition  

 

“The strength of community relies on the  
opportunity for everyone to shine. Cox  

Enterprises is proud to support Special Olympics 
Georgia and the 2016 State Summer Games.” 

MAY 21 LOCATION: KAMINSKY FIELD 
VENUE DIRECTORS: DANNY KLINECT, RONDA LEWIS 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: ANNA CHEIN 

 

Saturday 
  8:00 am -   4:30 pm     Five-a-Side Competition 
  8:00 am -   11:00 am   Soccer Skills First Round 
  1:30 pm -   4:30 pm     Soccer Skills Final Round 

“The ALTA Foundation is honored to be a longtime  
supporter of Special Olympics Georgia Summer Games.  

We have seen how the power of sports has changed  
the lives of the participants.” 

Table Tennis presented by: LOCATION: COX HALL BANQUET ROOM   
VENUE DIRECTOR: RALPH PRESLEY  

  VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: KWAOVI DESOUZA 

Soccer 

Soccer presented by: 

“To be a champ, you have to believe in yourself when nobody else will.”                      
                                                                            - Sugar Ray Robinson.   

“Athletes, you are all champions to everyone at Inwood Holdings.”   

Volleyball 

*This will be a double elimination, bracket play competition. Awards will 
take place after the completion of the elimination game for each bracket. 
Teams must be checked in and prepared at least 30 minutes before their 
scheduled game time. If not present by game time, they will be forced to 
forfeit their game. 

MAY 21 
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Upcoming Events 

Duck Pluck, August 12 
Post Chastain Apartments, Atlanta 

Shoot for Champions, Clay Shoot, August 25 
Douglasville 

Masters Bowling, August 26 - 28 
Warner Robins 

2016 State Fall Games, October 7 - 9 
Gainesville 

2016 State Horse Show, October 7 - 9 
Gainesville 

For information on upcoming events, visit: 

www.SpecialOlympicsGA.org 


