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RULES / POLICIES / GUIDELINES FOR THE STATE HORSE SHOW

The following rules / policies / guidelines will be in effect for the 2017 State Horse Show.  Agencies that do not adhere to these rules / policies / guidelines will be asked to dismiss themselves from the Show.  Please know that these rules / policies / guidelines shall be abided by all volunteers, sidewalkers, horse handlers, coaches, parents, athletes, unified partners, etc.  Any agency not following these guidelines could be asked to leave the show and the responsible coach could face possible suspension.
These rules / policies / guidelines have been put into place for the safety of Special Olympics Athletes.  Please ensure that all of your volunteers, sidewalkers, horse handlers, etc. are familiar with the following:

SAFETY of the Athlete(s) is of the utmost importance in EVERY situation!  All Coaches are responsible for their prospective Sidewalkers, Horse handlers, volunteers, etc.  Please reiterate to all of your volunteers that this is TRUE competition for Special Olympics Athletes.  All volunteers are to uphold the code of conduct at all times.
· Any horse that is dismissed from the ring will be dismissed for the remainder of the show weekend.  (A horse that is dismissed will be marked).   **Can be reviewed on a case by case basis**
· The use of cell phones, walkie talkies, or any other electronic device (by anyone) inside any ring is prohibited.

· Prior to arriving at the Horse Show, sidewalkers and horse handlers should train with the athlete they are assisting.  If a case arises where an unfamiliar volunteer must be used for assistance, please allow time for the volunteer to familiarize themselves with the athlete before sending into the ring.
· Any volunteer that you use as a sidewalker or horse handler needs to be familiar with the athlete they are assisting.  They must show respect for the rider!
· Sidewalkers and horse handlers must follow all guidelines and should be aware of the pattern in which the rider is riding.  
· Coaches should review the patterns and rules with all sidewalkers and horse handlers and ensure that each is able to demonstrate the proper technique in handling the horse in any situation (so as to not cause potential harm to the athlete).

· All judges, gate keepers, staging attendants, etc. shall be treated with respect.  Any coach, sidewalker or horse handler disputing a judge or showing disrespect to safety workers or athletes will be dismissed and could face possible ejection for the remainder of the show weekend.
· There should be no crowding around the gate entrances, area between rings A and B, staging areas, etc.  Agencies should inform any spectators that they should remain in the bleachers.

Thank you all, in advance, for supporting these rules / policies / guidelines to ensure the best Horse Show for our Athletes.
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