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2024!

Happy New Year from Special Olympics Georgia!

There’s so much in store, for year 



-the accomplishments of our Athletes 
-the commitment of our Coaches 

-the unity of our Unified Partners 
-the versatility of our Volunteers 
-the support of our Sponsors and 

-the social media pages of 
Special Olympics Georgia! 

FOLLOW:

specialolympicsga specialolympicsgeorgia SOGAchampions specialolympicsgeorgia

https://linktr.ee/specialolympicsgeorgia
https://www.facebook.com/specialolympicsga
https://www.instagram.com/specialolympicsgeorgia/
https://twitter.com/SOGAchampions
https://www.tiktok.com/@specialolympicsgeorgia


Sign up to be a
State Indoor

Winter Games
Volunteer!

Click the link to sign up: https://bit.ly/3EZYrfx

SAVE THE DATES Georgia's
Champions

https://bit.ly/3EZYrfx
https://bit.ly/3EZYrfx


Georgia'sSAVE THE DATES Champions

“LIGHT THE TORCH” WITH PUBLIX“LIGHT THE TORCH” WITH PUBLIX“LIGHT THE TORCH” WITH PUBLIX
JANUARY 12TH - 21ST, 2024JANUARY 12TH - 21ST, 2024JANUARY 12TH - 21ST, 2024   



2024
 HOT CHOCOLATE RUN

COME JOIN US!
VOLUNTEERS AND RUNNERS NEEDED!

“America’s sweetest run is back for our most indulgent Hot Chocolate Run season 
yet in Atlanta on Sunday, February 4, 2024! With 5K and 15K distances and a post-run

party that’ll make you go cocoa crazy, you and your friends will experience the ultimate
chocolate celebration!”  

For more information and to volunteer or run, 
click here: https://hotchocolate15k.com/city/atlanta 

https://hotchocolate15k.com/city/atlanta


Georgia'sSAVE THE DATES Champions

https://www.classy.org/event/polar-plunge-2024/e501226


UPS employees and their families arrive each year at the State Summer
Games, held in May, at Emory University with enthusiasm, smiles and the
willingness to volunteer!! Special Olympics Georgia (SOGA) can’t wait to see
the huge wave of brown UPS t-shirts on the backs of the hundreds of UPS
employee volunteers for the 2024 State Summer Games on May 24 – 26th. 

You will see hundreds of UPS volunteers around campus that weekend
working hard to make the State Summer Games a huge success!! The 2,500
athletes, coaches and unified partners who participate in the games look
forward to seeing their UPS friends around campus, especially at the meals
venue to give words of thanks, high fives and hugs! 

UPS believes in the organization and believes in the 17,731 registered
athletes involved in Special Olympics Georgia. We applaud UPS for giving
back to the community, and we couldn’t do it without them.  THANK YOU for
your high energy, your willingness to volunteer and for getting the job done
in order to make for a great weekend for the athletes and coaches.

Sponsor Spotlight Georgia's
Champions

www.ups.com

http://www.ups.com/
https://www.ups.com/us/en/Home.page


Georgia's

ATHLETE OF THE MONTH

January 2024 Champions

Alex started lifting in 2006, at the local YMCA, when he was 15 years old.  In
2009 he began lifting with Special Olympics but did not compete, because
he was playing Special Olympics basketball and could not compete in both

sports at the same time. In 2013 he started official powerlifting
competitions with Special Olympics and continues today.  Thanks to the

talent & dedicated coaching of Mark Keesee, Alex has continued to improve
over the years and achieve goals that have increased his strength & 

self-confidence.
 

Alex joined Publix in November 2012 and recently celebrated his 11-year
anniversary with the organization.  Alex works as a front-end clerk and his
duties include assisting customers with purchases and helping the store
uphold their cleanliness standards.  Alex’s friendly personality and desire

to please others makes Publix a good fit for him.

Alex M.



Georgia's

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

 

Luca is a 7th-grade volunteer that has been a buddy with his program for
two years. He’s a travel hockey player who takes time out of his schedule
to assist and encourage the Miracle Sk8ters and sled hockey players. His
calm demeanor and creative motivation make him a favorite amongst the
athletes. Luca is a promoter of inclusion and is also a peer buddy for the

special education students at his middle school. 

He inspires the adaptive sport community and continues to fuel our
mission to provide inclusion and acceptance for all. Congratulations, and
thank you to this Volunteer of the Month and Unified Partner for his efforts

with leading the next generation!

January 2024 Champions

Luca B.



COACHES
NEED TO GET RE-CERTIFIED?
RENEW YOUR CERTIFICATION

ONLINE! 

https://www.specialolympicsga.or
g/become-an-athlete/coach/

ANY QUESTIONS EMAIL
LIZ.SMITH@SPECIALOLYMPICSGA.ORG

Georgia's
ChampionsJanuary 2024

CALLING ALL
UNIFIED PARTNERS

COME BE A PART OF
INCLUSION. IF YOU ARE

INTERESTED IN BEING A PART
OF A SPECIAL OLYMPICS

TEAM PLEASE CONTACT US!

L IZ .SMITH@SPECIALOLYMPICSGA .ORG

https://www.specialolympicsga.org/become-an-athlete/coach/
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/become-an-athlete/coach/


January 2024 Georgia's
Champions


