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Come Out To Support!

https://www.duckrace.com/atlanta
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Click to Register!

https://linktr.ee/specialolympicsgeorgia
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Golfers and Foursomes needed!
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Become a part of
Special Olympics

Georgia!

www.youtube.com/SpecialOlympicsGeorgia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-uORvWqwAc


Dunwoody Country Club in Dunwoody, Georgia has a “Tradition of Giving” back to
the community. Over the years, hundreds of thousands of dollars have been donated
through their Charity Weekend. This will be the 34th year the club members will
hugely support great children’s charities. Each year, Special Olympics Georgia is
honored to be selected as a charity partner of the Charity Weekend.  Dunwoody
Country Club also hosts an annual Special Olympics Georgia Tennis Fun Day.  This
event is so much fun for participating athletes.  The club provides tennis instruction,
games, other fun activities, and lunch. Thank you Dunwoody Country Club for
always supporting Georgia’s Champions! 

Sponsor Spotlight Georgia's
Champions

https://dunwoodycc.org/

https://dunwoodycc.org/
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Julie is a Special Olympics Georgia athlete with the Valdosta-Lowndes County Parks &
Recreation Authority. She first got involved in Special Olympics Georgia in 2009 when she
competed in Swimming at the Summer Games. She then added Gymnastics in 2010 and
competed in both sports from 2010-2012 where she won gold! She then decided to “hang up
my grips” after the January 2022 Winter Games. She now competes in Basketball 3 on 3 at
the Indoor State Winter Games since 2023 as well as Soccer at State Summer Games, Golf at
State Fall Games. She loves Special Olympics Georgia because they have given her many
opportunities. 

Being selected to represent Georgia and the USA in the 2015 World Games was a dream
come true and one of her favorite memories. She won gold in Vault and Silver in Floor, Beam
and Bars and All Around in Gymnastics. She was selected to represent Georgia in
Washington D.C. for Capital Hill Day and had the opportunity to go to the Georgia State
Capital and meet the Governor in 2015 and 2016. She said, “The best part about Special
Olympics Georgia is meeting new friends in Valdosta and all over Georgia. It is my social
life!! I love it, as well as all of the people.” State Summer Games 2024 she will be competing
in Soccer Team Play. She cannot wait to see everyone there and good luck SOGA Team!  

Julie D.
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With almost 40 years of experience, Marie started her SOGA career in the
school system before transitioning into helping with several different programs

in Area 14. She has assisted with and led numerous Special Olympics
programs. She has been the Local Coordinator for Albany Parks & Recreation
since the inception of their program in 2007.  She even had a stint working for

SOGA as the Area 14 Program Manager.  Marie never misses an event, practice,
competition, or State Games that her athletes are participating in. Her sports of
choice would undoubtedly be Volleyball and Bocce. Marie was one of the first

people in the state to pioneer the use of the portable PVC pipe bocce fields, she
even has her own court in her backyard. The lasting impression and the lives
she has touched in her tenure with SOGA is amazing! Marie truly embodies

what it means to be a coach, volunteer, local coordinator, chaperone, and an all-
around wonderful mentor. 
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Marie S.



COACHES
NEED TO GET RE-CERTIFIED?
RENEW YOUR CERTIFICATION

ONLINE! 

https://www.specialolympicsga.or
g/become-an-athlete/coach/

ANY QUESTIONS EMAIL
LIZ.SMITH@SPECIALOLYMPICSGA.ORG

Georgia's
ChampionsMay 2024

CALLING ALL
UNIFIED PARTNERS

COME BE A PART OF INCLUSION. IF
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BEING A

PART OF A SPECIAL OLYMPICS
TEAM PLEASE CONTACT US!

L IZ .SMITH@SPECIALOLYMPICSGA .ORG

Unified partners train and compete on
the same team comprised of athletes

with and without intellectual disabilities.

https://www.specialolympicsga.org/become-an-athlete/coach/
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/become-an-athlete/coach/
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Thank you to agency treasurers for the hard work
and timely financial submissions!

https://www.specialolympics.org/stories/impact/donate-your-car-to-special-olympics

