[image: image1.jpg]Special Olympics
Georgia




2026 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS
PRIVATE 
Nomination Form
Honor Outstanding Volunteers of the SOGA Community
The Distinguished Service Awards (DSA) are the most prestigious awards given by Special Olympics Georgia.  Nominations are open to those who have made the most distinguished contributions to the county, area or state program.
Award recipients will be recognized throughout the year at the 2026 SOGA State Indoor Winter Games, Summer Games, and Fall Games. 
Nominations must be received in the SOGA Norcross Office via e-mail or mail no later than Monday, December 1, 2025, at 3:00pm


5 AWARD CATEGORIES: 
                Special Olympics Athlete of the Year  


This athlete epitomizes the spirit of a true winner by their willingness to help others and give their best, while displaying                             outstanding courage and sportsmanship.

Outstanding Coach


This volunteer or professional, as a SOGA coach in any official SOGA sport, best demonstrates the high degree of 

technical skill, commitment, and compassion needed to motivate and train athletes for competition. 

Outstanding Local Coordinator


The volunteer or professional who as a SOGA Local Coordinator for an accredited Local Program best demonstrates the 
commitment and responsibility for establishing and developing year-round SOGA training programs and competitions at the                
local level.

Outstanding Adult/Youth Volunteer


The best example of volunteer efforts made to improve the quality of SOGA at the county, area or state level. 

Outstanding Unified Partner


The individual who participates as a Unified Partner on the sports level, who best demonstrates the spirit of SOGA.
NOMINATION FORM ON BACK



RULES
(1) Each nomination may be accompanied by a written narrative detailing the nominee's service/level of personal commitment, indicating specific qualifications. Narrative is limited to one typewritten page; (2) SOGA will accept 2 additional pieces of supporting documentation (e.g., letter of recommendation, media clippings or photographs), limit of one (1) page each; (3) Anyone may submit a nomination, but there is a limit of three (3) nominations submitted per category.  SOGA Team and their family members are not eligible to nominate or be nominated for a DSA Award.
2026 Distinguished Service Awards Nomination Form
Award Category: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nominee Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nominee Address: _______________________________________City/State: ________________________________Zip: _____________

Nominated by: ______________________________________ _______ Affiliation with SOGA___________________________________

Phone: (wrk) ______________________ (home) ________________________ Email: __________________________________________

How long has the nominee been involved with Special Olympics Georgia? _________________________________________________
What have been some of the nominee’s biggest accomplishments? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nominees past Achievements and Awards:

(Please attach accompanied narrative, including any supporting pieces)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nominees will be judged by an unbiased panel of judges solely on the material submitted with your nomination.

NOMINATION DEADLINE IS Monday, DECEMBER 1, 2025, AT 3:00pm
Return to:

Special Olympics Georgia
Distinguished Service Awards

6046 Financial Drive
Norcross, GA 30071
Phone: (770) 414-9390 Ext: 1109
E-mail: Santiago.arias@specialolympicsga.org 
