Dear Special Olympics North America,

Some moments in life come full circle in the most meaningful ways, and for Scott (Special Olympics Georgia Athlete), this was one of them.
Our 2026 Special Olympics Georgia Athlete of the Year, Scott, was recently honored at the Georgia State Capitol for his incredible achievements and lifelong dedication to Special Olympics. What makes this recognition truly extraordinary is Scott’s unique place in our history, he was an athlete at the very first Special Olympics Georgia State Games.
From that very first competition to today, Scott has been a part of the foundation of our movement. His journey spans decades, reflecting not only personal growth but the growth of Special Olympics Georgia itself. To see him now recognized at the highest level in our state is a powerful and emotional full-circle moment for our entire community. Throughout his time as an athlete, Scott has competed in a wide range of sports, including basketball, bocce, bowling, softball, golf, volleyball, and equestrian. His commitment to competition and love for sport exemplifies the true spirit of Special Olympics, showing up, giving your best, and inspiring others along the way.
During his visit, Scott received an official Senate Resolution and was presented with a Georgia State Flag flown in his honor. He also had the opportunity to meet Governor Brian Kemp and First Lady Marty Kemp, celebrating a day that recognized both his individual accomplishments and the broader impact of Special Olympics across Georgia. Scott’s story is deeply intertwined with the history of our organization. Alongside his family, who have spent decades supporting athletes and individuals with special needs in the Carrollton, Georgia community, Scott has helped open doors for generations of athletes who followed in his footsteps.
He represents everything Special Olympics Georgia stands for determination, joy, and inclusion. His lifelong involvement reminds us not only of where we began, but how far we have come, and the lives that continue to be changed every day.

Scott was there at the beginning. And today, we celebrate him as one of the very best of us. Special Olympics Georgia is so proud of Scott and his countless accomplishments.
