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Thank you to the Georgia State Senate
for recognizing our 50th Anniversary.
It is our mission to continue serving
the 26,620 Special Olympics Georgia

athletes for 50 more years. 

We also want to wish you and your
family a Happy Labor Day! Thank you
for being a part of the SOGA family. 

GEORGIA'S CHAMPIONS 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SOGA!



Join us for our 5th Annual Cops on Donut Shops event for Special Olympics
Georgia athletes on National Coffee Day, Tuesday, September 29th, 2020 from 5
a.m. to 11 a.m. at participating Dunkin’ locations! This event will benefit 26,620

Special Olympics athletes across the state of Georgia! Come by Dunkin’ and
enjoy a free medium hot or iced coffee with any purchase to celebrate National

Coffee Day!  #NationalCoffeeDay #SOGANCD 
For more information about the event, please contact Kaitlin Henderson.

SOGA EVENTS  

Come take a shot at raising money for 26,620 Special Olympics Georgia
athletes! Sign up today to join us and Georgia Natural Gas at the 7th

Annual Shoot for Champions benefiting our athletes. On Friday,
November 20th over 75 shooters will take on the sporting clays course
at Garland Mountain in the little mountain town, Waleska, GA. Dust off

your shot guns and support Special Olympics Georgia! If you are
interested in becoming a participant or sponsor, please contact Keegan

Flanigan at 770-414-9390 ext. 1111

https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/SOGA-2020-STD-eblast.pdf
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/


Attention all Athletes! 
Come join us at our Special Olympics

Georgia office on Friday, October 30th
from  9 a.m. - 11 a.m. for our annual

MedFest!  Attendance is free! Don’t miss
out on health and dental screenings from

Special Smiles. Plus, games and a free
lunch!  Contact Thomas Ritch for more

information or to register. 770-414-9390
ext. 1121

S I L E N T  A U C T I O N  
Silent Auction items are needed. If you are interested in donating please

contact Keegan Flanigan at 770-414-9390 ext. 1111 

Take a swing for our Special Olympics Georgia athletes. Sign up to sponsor
or play in our 25th Annual Bob Busse Memorial Golf Classic on Tuesday,

October 27, 2020 at the beautiful Ansley Golf Club at Settindown in Roswell,
GA. Enjoy a great day on the golf course with your favorite team mates and

120 other golfers to help raise money for our 26,620 athletes. 
If you are interested in putting in a foursome or sponsoring, please contact

Keegan Flanigan at 770-414-9390 ext. 1111 

https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Packet.pdf
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/


THANK YOU SCOTT CRAIN 
It is with a heavy heart that we had to say goodbye
to a longtime friend, Scott Crain. Scott  has been
involved with Special Olympics Georgia for many

years and had a real passion for helping the
athletes. Scott led the Hall County program for

several years and will be dearly missed by many.
Thank you Scott for your years of dedicated service

to Special Olympics Georgia. 

We are excited to announce the 22nd Annual Marlow’s Tavern and Sterling Culinary Golf
Classic on Thursday, October 15 at the Country Club of Roswell. We are so thankful and

excited that we are able to have the tournament this year. With your generous support and
involvement in this year’s tournament, you will give hope to 26,620 athletes across Georgia

who compete in over 600 local games, meets, and tournaments along with five annual
statewide games and competitions. We hope that once again, you will join us for what

promises to be a historic event and hopefully another record setting year!

For more information, contact Kaitlin Henderson at 770-414-9390 ext. 1113. Thank you
Marlow’s Tavern and past and current sponsors, for your generous support over the years!

Click here for Available Sponsorships and Registration Form

https://www.marlowstavern.com/
http://sterlingspoon.com/
https://www.marlowstavern.com/
http://sterlingspoon.com/
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/marlows-tavern-golf-classic-2/


A T H L E T E  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

V O L U N T E E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H

This is Akeem Cobourne.
Akeem is fun-loving, helpful,
and always respectful to his
teammates, coaches, and

competitors. He has competed
in team basketball skills, bocce,

track and field, and skiing.
Akeem is a Colquitt County

Packer point-of-pride!

A K E E M  C O B O U R N E  |  C O L Q U I T T  C O U N T Y  

M R S .  J E S S I C A  H A N C O C K  |  C O L Q U I T T  C O U N T Y  

This is Mrs. Jessica Hancock. She
has been volunteering at our

local Special Olympics for several
years and even travels with our
athletes for state competitions.
She is always willing to lend a

hand and help any way she can.
She loves Special Olympics and

our wonderful athletes!



S P O N S O R  S P O T L I G H T  

Marlow’s Tavern and Sterling Culinary Management continue to generously support
Special Olympics Georgia year-round through the annual Golf Classic and Tavern/Café

fundraising efforts. John C. Metz, co-founder and executive chef of Marlow’s Tavern and
Sterling Culinary Management, has been a true friend and supporter of Special

Olympics Georgia for 22 years.    
 In 2019, Marlow’s Tavern/Sterling raised $111,000 through the
annual golf tournament and a Tavern fundraiser.  To date, John

and the Marlow’s Tavern/Sterling family have raised close to $1.4
Million for Special Olympics Georgia athletes, and we’re very

excited to see this reach new heights in 2020!   
“I am thrilled with what we have raised for Special Olympics

Georgia athletes.  We are proud to give back to this organization
that does so much for Georgia’s community,” said John.  “Our

partnership with SOGA is something I consider to be one of our
company’s greatest achievements, and the fact that we have

been able to break our own record year-after-year is incredibly
rewarding to me and our entire team.  We look forward to

continuing this partnership long into the future.”

For 22 years, Sterling has delivered world-class on-site cafes, catering, and
refreshment to corporations, their employees and their guests.  In 2014 and 2015,
Sterling was named one of the top food service companies by Food Management

magazine.  In 2015, Marlow’s Tavern received the Georgia Restaurant Neighbor Award
and was selected for the Top 100 Restaurants in Atlanta by Jezebel Magazine.  Find

your neighborhood Marlow’s Tavern location at www.marlowstavern.com.

Thank you John, Marlow’s Tavern and  the Sterling partners, management, employees,
and supporters for Being A Fan of Special Olympics Georgia and Bringing Out The

Champion In Everyone!

https://www.marlowstavern.com/
https://www.marlowstavern.com/
http://sterlingspoon.com/
https://www.marlowstavern.com/
https://www.marlowstavern.com/
http://sterlingspoon.com/


T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  



Special Olympics Georgia has come to the difficult decision to cancel the 2020
State Horse Show scheduled for October 9th and 10th at the Chicopee Woods

Agricultural Center in Gainesville, Georgia. SOGA would like to thank ALL the
Agencies and Volunteers and Sponsors for their support, patience and

understanding during these challenging times. SOGA is continuing to work on
return to play activities and programming for the remainder of this year, so that

Athletes from around the State will be able to safely get back into doing what they
love. 



FREE INCLUSIVE WORKOUTS

C H A M P I O N S  C O R N E R

To find a Unified Champion
School Program 

near you click here!

Did you know we have a partnership with
Anytime Fitness? Through our

partnership,  you can access weekly
inclusive workouts airing live every

Wednesday at 1 p.m. ET on Anytime
Fitness's Facebook Page.  Make sure to
stay connected with our social media to
learn more about Anytime Fitness and
their inclusive workouts that you can

access from home. 

http://www.specialolympicsga.org/become-an-athlete/find-a-program/
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/become-an-athlete/find-a-program/
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/become-an-athlete/find-a-program/
https://www.facebook.com/anytimefitness/
https://www.facebook.com/anytimefitness/


Interested in joining the SOGA community? Here are all the ways you can get involved:

Interested in becoming a SOGA Coach?
Visit the SOGA website for general quizzes & resources on Coaching Special Olympics Athletes,Principles in

Coaching, & Autism Spectrum Disorder
Visit our Learning Portal to get educated and certified in Unified Sports & Concussion Training

Coach’s Code of Conduct
Online Recertifications

For Information on Coaches Clinics & Initial Sport Certification contact Liz Smith

Interested in becoming a SOGA volunteer? 
Volunteer & Unified Partner Profile Form

Click here to learn about SOGA's volunteer screening policy
Protective Behaviors Quiz 

Background Screen 
Sign up online for all Volunteer Opportunities 

G E T  I N V O L V E D  W I T H  S O G A

If you have any questions about volunteering please contact
Courtney Payne  or Hannah Creasey.

http://www.specialolympicsga.org/become-an-athlete/coach/
https://learn.specialolympics.org/Default.aspx?ClientId=1
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Form-Coach-Code-of-Conduct-revised-2011.pdf
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/become-an-athlete/coach/)
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2020-Volunteer-Packet-Vol-UP-Form-Included.pdf
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Class-A-Volunteer-screening-policy-Current.pdf
https://www.specialolympics.org/protectivebehaviors/
https://www.specialolympics.org/protectivebehaviors/
https://www.sterlingvolunteers.com/
https://www.sterlingvolunteers.com/
http://sogeorgia.vsyshost.com/
http://sogeorgia.vsyshost.com/
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/


U P C O M I N G  V O L U N T E E R

O P P O R T U N I T I E S   

If you are interested in Volunteering for Fall Games in Valdosta Georgia
please contact Courtney Payne. 

http://sogeorgia.vsyshost.com/
http://sogeorgia.vsyshost.com/
https://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/


eLearning Course
 With the help of athletes and Program Staff, we have developed a 30-minute eLearning course for our Special

Olympics community about COVID-19. This course is designed to cover the basic information about the
coronavirus (COVID-19) including: what is the coronavirus, what are the symptoms, how does it spread, and

how you can protect yourself. We encourage the entire Special Olympics community to complete this module
at learn.specialolympics.org Please see instructions for accessing this course.  

Young Athletes
 Family Flash Cards. Fun and engaging flashcards featuring each of the individual activities and at home equipment

modifications for families to use at home to run Young Athletes.
 Young Athletes At Home. Guide for families and caregivers on how to run Young Athletes activities at home.

 Young Athletes Videos. Videos demonstrating the individual Young Athletes activities.
Healthy Play at Home. Poster for families to track the various healthy behaviors they do at home.

 Tips for talking to children about COVID-19 from CDC and UNICEF. 

Fitness
Fit 5 Resources Series

 Staying Fit at Home: simple week-long calendar that athletes can follow to stay fit. Week-long calendar can be
repeated as needed. Athletes can sign up on the link in the resource to receive newsletter with content from Health

Messengers to for tips and ideas on how to stay active.
 School of Strength: Launched in March 2020 across the Special Olympics movement, School of Strength is an

interactive online platform that encourages athletes to participate in a fun and engaging training program that they
can do in the comfort of their own homes. Developed in partnership with WWE superstar Becky Lynch, this series of

videos, a fitness tracker, a coach’s playbook and a caregiver toolkit all contribute to helping athletes focus on
nutrition and fitness and getting the most out of their workouts. 

 eLearning for Coaches
The online learning portal has a number of free eLearning courses, now available for coaches, which are now

available in a number of languages. In addition, you will find guidance created specifically for coaches to assist them
during the COVID-19 crisis, including how to conduct virtual training sessions and how to activate with your athletes
when you do not have access to technology. As more resources around virtual games become available, including

best practices and tips, they will be made available on resources.specialolympics.org. 

S O G A  O N L I N E  R E S O U R C E S

Virtual Games
Visit the Virtual Games section of resources.specialolympics.org to learn how virtual games are being

offered in different programs.

U P D A T E D  C O V I D - 1 9  S T A T E M E N T  

https://resources.specialolympics.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/md6m78ttzfufdny/How%20to%20Create%20an%20Account.pdf?dl=0
https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/community-building/young-athletes/Young-Athletes-Family-Flashcards.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/community-building/young-athletes/Young-Athletes-at-Home-Guide.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/community-building/young-athletes/Young-Athletes-at-Home-Guide.pdf
https://resources.specialolympics.org/youngathletes
https://www.dropbox.com/s/v7r3yxefl5qb4xs/Healthy%20Play%20Poster%20-%20English.pdf?dl=0
https://articulateusercontent.com/rise/courses/owTatCL-Fmn2Z2-U_k7U9CGzegtpuZCN/42Eg8CTritGGX42a-CDC%2520Factsheet.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/how-talk-your-child-about-coronavirus-covid-19
https://resources.specialolympics.org/health/fitness/fit-5-page
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rlpiazt5gktykel/Staying%20Fit%20at%20Home%202020.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rlpiazt5gktykel/Staying%20Fit%20at%20Home%202020.pdf?dl=0
https://www.specialolympics.org/school-of-strength
https://learn.specialolympics.org/
https://resources.specialolympics.org/resources-to-help-during-the-crisis
https://resources.specialolympics.org/resources-to-help-during-the-crisis#virtual-games
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/updated-statement-on-covid-19/
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/updated-statement-on-covid-19/


KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS® Kroger Community Rewards®
makes supporting SOGA super easy…all you have to do is shop at
Kroger and swipe your Plus Card! Sign up with your 12 digit Kroger

Plus Card number at Kroger Community Awards, and in the
Community Rewards section, select Special Olympics Georgia (code

SH080) as the organization you wish to support. Once you’re enrolled,
you’ll earn rewards for SOGA every time you shop and use your Plus
Card, and you’ll keep earning rewards points for yourself! Enroll now

for Kroger Community Awards (you must re-enroll each year to
continue earning rewards for SOGA). If your Kroger Plus Card is not
already registered online, you will need to create an account. If you

already have an account, simply sign in, find the Community Rewards
section, and select Special Olympics Georgia.  Questions or problems,

contact Thomas Ritch 
770-414-9390 ext. 1121

Thinking of selling or trading in that old car, boat or RV? Donate it instead! SOGA has
partnered with CARS to turn your old vehicle, whether it's running or not, into much
needed funds for our programs. CARS accepts most cars, trucks, trailers, boats, RV's,
motorcycles, off road vehicles, heavy equipment, and most other motorized vehicles.
CARS will make all the arrangements at no cost to you. They handle the title transfer

requirements and will provide you with a written acknowledgement of your donation and
tax deduction information. Click here for more information or to donate your vehicle. A

helpful representative will contact you within 24 hours to schedule a pickup, or call CARS
seven days a week at 1-844-404-SOGA (7642) to speak with a representative.

S O G A  P R O M O S  

S T A Y  S A F E   A N D  S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D  W I T H  S O G A  

Did you know that every time you shop at Amazon you
can support SOGA athletes? Thanks to the AmazonSmile
program, 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases will
be donated to SOGA. Instead of going to Amazon's main

home page, go to AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is the
same Amazon that you know - same products, same

prices, same service. If you click the link above, Special
Olympics Georgia automatically will be selected as your

charity. Now, every time you make a purchase from
Amazon through smile.amazon.com you'll be supporting

SOGA athletes! Click here to start shopping. 

 Please help us grow the family even more. Please forward this e-
newsletter to your friends and family so they can sign up to also

receive the monthly e-newsletter!

S P R E A D  T H E  W O R D  

https://specialolympicsga.careasy.org/home
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.facebook.com/specialolympicsga/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/special-olympics-georgia
https://www.instagram.com/specialolympicsgeorgia/
https://twitter.com/SOGAchampions
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=23-7201676&ref_=smi_ext_ch_23-7201676_cl
http://www.specialolympicsga.org/about/staff/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=23-7201676&ref_=smi_ext_ch_23-7201676_cl
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=23-7201676&ref_=smi_ext_ch_23-7201676_cl

